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Environmental Impact of Buildings

ÁNearly 40% of US energy use; 

ÁAbout 40% of US carbon dioxide emissions, the primary 
greenhouse gas (GHG), along with other GHG and air 
pollutant emissions;

ÁIndoor environments where Americans spend nearly 
90% of their time, and which can present threats to 
human health and productivity;

ÁOver two-thirds of all non -industrial secondary materials 
generated in the U.S.;

ÁMore than 10% of US freshwater usage; 

ÁA major portion of urban runoff that is among the 
leading sources of water quality impairment.



A truly sustainable project would be 
one that consumed resources in an 
amount less than or equal to the 

resources it created. Its waste must 
serve as fuel for some other process, 
so that there is, in effect, no waste at 

allé

Mary Casey, American Institute of Architects 

What is sustainable 
building design?
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The modernity vs. tradition binary remains 
powerful today in shaping research in the 
natural and social sciences and their 
philosophies as well as in the public policy which 
such research serves. Such work typically treats 
the needs and desires of women and of 
traditional cultures as irrational, 
incomprehensible, and irrelevantðor even a 
powerful obstacle to ideas and strategies for 
social progress. No wonder modernityôs social 
progress has been delivered to only such a small 
minority of the worldôs citizens.

Sandra Harding, Sciences from Below: 
Feminisms, Postcolonialities and Modernities (2008)


